PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

OF the essays published in this volume about one-half
are new. The others have already appeared during the
past five years in various scientific periodicals, like the
Political Science Quarterly, Quarterly Journal of Economic^
Yale Heview and Journal of the Social Science Association,
but have been revised and brought down to date. Although
nominally disconnected, the essays, new and old, which are
here printed, will, I trust, be found not to be entirely lack-
ing in continuity, or unworthy of the more permanent form
which they now assume. Although they were written
primarily from the American point of view, I venture to
hope that the discussions of theory may prove to be of a
wider interest.

Several colleagues and other friends have aided me with
advice and encouragement. But special acknowledgments
are due to Mr. Max West,* Ph.D., lecturer on taxation and
finance in Columbia College, and to Mr. Arthur M. Day,
A.M., assistant in political economy and social science in
Columbia College, for the painstaking care with which they
have read the proofsheets, and for the many suggestions,
as to both matter and form, which they have been kind
enough to make. For the index Dr. West is responsible.

BELLAGIO, ITALY, September, 1895.
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